
UNLOCKING THE MYSTERIES 
OF BIOSCIENCE
SHARING KNOWLEDGE, ACCELERATING DISCOVERIES, 
NURTURING BREAKTHROUGHS.

The Allen Institute is fiercely committed to solving some of the biggest 
mysteries of bioscience, researching the unknowns of human biology 
through studies of the brain, the human cell and the immune system. At 
the same time, we are pushing the frontiers of bioscience to continue to 
explore the edges of scientific discovery.  

Our scientists within each division collaborate in a team science 
approach, tackling ambitious big science projects. And everything 
learned within our walls is shared publicly across the world through our 
dedication to open science.  

Our researchers seek to understand how our brains, cells and immune 
systems work when we are healthy and, ultimately, how they go wrong 
in disease. In the course of their studies, they have generated and 
shared atlases that map the brain, gene-edited stem cell lines, and many 
more publicly available resources that have been used by millions of 
scientists around the world to accelerate their research.

All this work is done to fulfill our founder Paul G. Allen’s vision for 
accelerating global progress towards improving health and lengthening 
human life.  

 
Our Headquarters

The Allen Institute headquarters, completed in 2015, is at the heart of 
Seattle’s South Lake Union neighborhood, a hub for technology and 
biotechnology industry and research. The building was purpose-built 
for life science research and to facilitate collaboration.

Check out our latest news and discoveries. @alleninstitute

alleninstitute.org



Our Divisions

Allen Institute for Brain Science

Our brains give rise to our thoughts and actions, store our memories, and 
enable us to navigate our world. Yet despite decades of research, many 
mysteries remain.  The Allen Institute for Brain Science was established to 
answer some of the most pressing questions in neuroscience, grounded 
in an understanding of the brain and inspired by our quest to uncover the 
essence of what makes us human. For more than 15 years, the Institute has 
created valuable data, knowledge and tools that are openly shared through 
the Allen Brain Atlas data portal.

Allen Institute for Cell Science 

Our bodies are composed of trillions of specialized cells. It’s the building 
block that makes us — and unmakes us — in health and disease. The Allen 
Institute for Cell Science uses diverse technologies and approaches at a 
large scale to study the cell’s components as an integrated system. The 
Institute’s live imaging data of the major cell structures is used to develop 
predictive models of cell states and behavior, and all data, methods and 
other resources are publicly available through the Allen Cell Explorer.

Allen Institute for Immunology

The human immune system is complex and dynamic, continuously working 
to keep us alive and healthy. But when it’s out of balance, disease can result. 
The Allen Institute for Immunology is defining the healthy human immune 
system and its natural variation, and what goes wrong in disease, with the 
goal of improving human health.

The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group

The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group takes our Founder’s enduring quest to 
understand the mysteries of bioscience to a global scale – beyond the 
science of what’s happening at the Allen Institute – by directing funding 
to researchers conducting cutting-edge science around the world. 
The Frontiers Group encourages new ways of doing science, nurtures 
breakthroughs, and fosters a creative community built on a shared passion 
for discovery.

Check out our latest news and discoveries. @alleninstitute

alleninstitute.org


