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American Heart Association and The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group join forces to 
support two $1.5 million grants for pioneering cardiovascular researchers  

• Uncovering the role of the extracellular matrix in heart health and disease 
 
SEATTLE, WASH. and DALLAS, April 10, 2017 — Shedding light on the unknown role of the extracellular matrix in heart 
health and disease is the focus of an innovative collaboration between the American Heart Association, the world’s 
leading voluntary health organization devoted to fighting cardiovascular disease (AHA), and The Paul G. Allen 
Frontiers Group. There will be two significant grants of $1.5 million each for pioneering researchers to make 
strides toward solving cardiovascular disease. 
 
The extracellular matrix is a network of protein fibers in all tissues, including the heart, that can store and transmit 
information across months, years and decades—well past the lives of many individual cells. Knowledge about how 
the matrix instructs cells to behave and how it stores long-term memory may change the way we think of and 
treat cardiovascular disease, making it a crucial frontier topic in heart research. 

“This collaboration between us and the American Heart Association is poised to make tremendous impact on the 
field of cardiovascular research,” says Tom Skalak, Ph.D., Executive Director of The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group. 
“The role of the extracellular matrix in heart disease is a frontier topic ripe for exploration, and we are pleased to 
be embarking on this path of discovery with world-renowned experts in the field.”  

“The American Heart Association and The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group are two like-minded organizations coming 
together to push in new directions to change the way science is done,” says Steven A. Houser, Ph.D., FAHA, 
President of the American Heart Association. “We are pleased to stand shoulder to shoulder with The Paul G. Allen 
Frontiers Group on the frontier of science to make meaningful strides toward solving cardiovascular disease.”  

This joint endeavor leverages the combined strength of the American Heart Association, with renowned expertise 
in cardiovascular research, and The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group, which supports pioneering scientific explorers 
with the potential to transform fields. 

The deadline to submit applications for the AHA-Allen Distinguished Investigator awards, a joint project of the 
AHA and The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group, is May 10, 2017. The two awardees will be announced on June 19, 
2017.  

More information about the grants and application process can be found on the AHA’s website.  

About The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group 
The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group is dedicated to exploring the landscape of science to identify and fund pioneers 
with ideas that will advance knowledge and make the world better. Through continuous dialogue with scientists 
across the world, The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group seeks opportunities to expand the boundaries of knowledge 
and solve important problems. Programs include the Allen Discovery Centers at partner institutions for leadership-

http://professional.heart.org/professional/ResearchPrograms/ApplicationInformation/UCM_490667_AHA-Allen-Distinguished-Investigator-Awards.jsp
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driven, compass-guided research, and the Allen Distinguished Investigators for frontier explorations with 
exceptional creativity and potential impact. The Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group was founded in 2016 by 
philanthropist and visionary Paul G. Allen, and is a division of the Allen Institute, an independent 501(c)(3) medical 
research organization. For more information visit allenfrontiersgroup.org.  

About the American Heart Association 
The American Heart Association is devoted to saving people from heart disease and stroke – two of the leading 
causes of death in the world. We team with millions of volunteers to fund innovative research, fight for stronger 
public health policies, and provide lifesaving tools and information to prevent and treat these diseases. The 
Dallas-based association is one of the world’s oldest and largest voluntary organizations dedicated to fighting 
heart disease and stroke. To learn more or to get involved, visit www.heart.org or follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 
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